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You stigmatise my verse as "wanting spice,"
And possibly, my friend, you may be right.
My verse is honey-flavoured, sugar-sweet,
And spice with such could scarcely cause delight.
Spice is for you, you blackguard, not for me,
For beans and turnips is the stuff you write !

This was not kind; but Rashidi received all
four baskets of gold that day !

The technical study of prosody was instituted
by Khalil ibn i Ahmad i Bicri. He is said to
have discovered this science by listening to the
rythmic beats of the fuller's mallets upon his
clothes. This story is mentioned in Saifi's
Treatise on Prosody.l

Much of Persian poetry is conventional, and
the demarcation in style, due to the various
phases of Persian history, is not as pronounced
as might be expected. The Persian poets not
only conservatively followed old metres, but old
similes, old subjects as well. It was with words
they were most concerned, and not with ideas.
The Lover's Companion of Sharafu'd-Din
Bami is sufficient to prove this. The book
contains a very large number of similes on the
various parts of the body. This was intended to
be a vade mecum to the writer of erotic poetry.
Professor Brown defends this conservatism and